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Filed for intro on  03/05/98

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 502
By  Harper

A RESOLUTION to honor and recognize Marcia Denise Allen of
Franklin for her outstanding contributions to
Tennessee.

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper that the members of this General Assembly should

honor those exemplary persons whose intense diligence and hard work have had a significant

impact on this great state; and

WHEREAS, Marcia Allen is one such remarkable individual who is most deserving of

special recognition; and

WHEREAS, a native of Franklin, Marcia Allen exemplifies the true spirit and dedication

that is characteristic of a great Tennessean; and

WHEREAS, the daughter of Curtis L. and Jossie Allen, Marcia graduated from Franklin

High School in 1983, where she was the first African American valedictorian in the school’s

history; and

WHEREAS, Miss Allen then attended Vanderbilt University on a full academic

scholarship, earning her degree in Mechanical Engineering with honors; and

WHEREAS, upon graduation, Marcia accepted a job with South Central Bell as an

Outside Plant Engineer; and

WHEREAS, in 1997, Marcia Allen accepted a position with Parsons Telecom as a

Senior Engineer; and
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WHEREAS, discovering a profound love for business, Marcia Allen took on a second

career as a personal financial analyst for Primerica Financial Services; and

WHEREAS, Marcia Allen’s new career compelled her to return to school to pursue her

MBA degree, which she received from the Jack C. Massey School of Business Administration at

Belmont University; and

WHEREAS, Marcia Allen’s passionate concerns for her community encouraged her to

run for political office; and

WHEREAS, in 1993, Marcia was elected to the Franklin Board of Mayor and Aldermen,

becoming the first elected African American female in Franklin’s history; and

WHEREAS, at the age of 27, Marcia Allen was also the youngest person ever elected to

serve on the Franklin Board of Mayor and Aldermen; and

WHEREAS, her meritorious tenure as an alderman included converting the Franklin

Police Department’s communications and records into a modern Emergency 911 facility and

serving as chairman of the city’s Public Safety Committee; and

WHEREAS, in 1997, Miss Allen was elected to serve as vice-mayor of Franklin, the

city’s first African American vice-mayor; and

WHEREAS, in addition to her duties in elected office, Marcia Allen has returned to the

engineering field; she currently works for McWhorter and Franklin Engineers in Nashville; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Allen has been the recipient of numerous awards and accolades,

including the 1987 “Outstanding Young Women of America” and the Davidson County Business

and Professional Women’s Club’s 1989 “Outstanding Young Careerist Award”; and

WHEREAS, despite the many demands placed upon her, Marcia Allen still manages to

devote her time and talents to numerous organizations, including the Franklin Family YMCA and

the Family Resources Center of the Williamson County Boy’s and Girl’s Club, where she serves

as an esteemed member of the Advisory Board; and
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WHEREAS, in 1996, Marcia Allen established the Community Development Group, an

organization that concentrates on finding solutions to the economic, social and environmental

problems Franklin’s poor residents experience; and

WHEREAS, Marcia Allen is an active and devout member of the Westwood Community

Missionary Baptist Church, where she serves with acuity as the treasurer of the Building Fund,

President of the Willing Workers Auxiliary and Vice President of the Usher Board; and

WHEREAS, women of her talent and stature do not often walk among us, and Marcia

Allen should be specially recognized as a sterling representative of the true spirit of the

Volunteer State; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE-HUNDREDTH GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, That we hereby honor and commend Marcia Denise Allen for her outstanding

service to the people of Franklin and Tennessee, and wish her much continued success in her

future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


